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Friday 3rd December 2021 
 

From Mrs May 

Old Park have been supporting Guide Dogs for the 

Blind as their class charity for several years now. On 

Monday, we were lucky enough to have a visit from 

Jackie who has her own guide dog and her friend, 

also called Jackie, who is a volunteer for the charity. 

The children had so many questions after listening 

to both ladies talk about their experiences over the 

years. Everyone loved petting Happy at the end of 

assembly. 

 

In assembly today, we sung some Christmas 

carols and then heard the story of Chanukah. 

Some of our Jewish children lit the Chanukah 

candles and recited a blessing. It’s so lovely to 

celebrate such a mix of cultures at Longwood.  

We also heard the latest house points total, as 

we do every week. It’s such a close race this 

term; Morpurgo are currently one point ahead 

of Blyton, so there is all to play for this week! 

 

Health and Safety Message 

If you give your child Calpol or any other medication before school, you must inform Longwood. We 

must avoid double-dosing children, and we also need to be aware of any health issues amongst the 

children.  

Share The Light 

Please remember to send lamppost posters to Mrs May. If you have forgotten about this, please 

refer to last week’s newsletter for a reminder. 
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Risk Assessment For Nativity Performances Next Week 

Some families have asked about bringing grandparents and other family members to watch the 

shows next week. Unfortunately, with the changing Covid situation, I have reworked our risk 

assessment and thought hard about how to keep everyone as safe as possible. To that end, I have 

decided to restrict audience numbers to two adults per child. I am sorry and know that this will be 

disappointing to grandparents, etc, but we only have a small hall and we do not want to risk 

anyone’s health. I hope you understand.  

We expect all visitors to wear face masks and sanitise hands as you enter Longwood. We also ask 

that everyone will carry out a lateral flow test prior to attending and only attend if you have tested 

negative. We are requesting those of you who have not been at least double-jabbed not to attend. 

We will have doors and windows open and try to keep the hall as well-ventilated as possible. You 

may like to consider dressing warmly as the hall will not be at its normal temperature. It is important 

that you are aware that the hall will be crowded and social distancing will not be possible. If you are 

concerned, or are due to have close contact with vulnerable family and friends, we will completely 

understand if you would prefer not to come. 

I will be videoing the performances so hopefully, you will be able to share your child’s special 

moments with family and friends. 

We have taken these decisions in light of the following: 

The Department for Education (DfE) has not imposed any restrictions on schools in England hoping 
to host festive nativities, plays, concerts or events this Christmas. It has instead left the decision up 
to each education provider to decide if they want to go ahead with them. 
"Sadly last year many had to be cancelled but this year, as we are at a different stage of the 
pandemic and so many people are benefitting from the protections the vaccines offer, we hope 
many more will be able to go ahead," says the DfE guidance. 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson said in a Downing Street press briefing on Tuesday “We don’t want 
people to cancel" nativity plays or Christmas parties. Education Secretary Nadhim Zahawi told ITV’s 
This Morning programme: “My very strong advice is if you (are) organising nativities, carry on.” 

Debating Club 

Debating club has been a real hit. The club has been well attended and debates have included topics 

as diverse as “Should people get the same pay for all jobs?”, “Is YouTube a good or a bad thing?”, 

“Should teachers be replaced by computers?”, “Should you feel guilty about killing insects?” and 

“Should billionaires exist?” There will be no debating club on 9th December, but we will continue 

next term. 

Street Dance Club 

This is a new club that has only been running for a few weeks. It is very popular and the results are 

already looking really good. Take a look at videos in the gallery section on our website to see what 

the children have been learning. 

https://www.itv.com/news/2021-11-30/all-over-18s-eligible-for-booster-jab-to-be-offered-it-by-end-of-january
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International Food Packaging 

 

We would love donations of packaging of food from around the world eg Polish biscuits, Chinese 

rice, Indian sweets, etc. If you buy any products and can save the wrappings for our nursery, we 

would be very grateful. Many thanks in advance. 

Messages From School Council 

Christmas Cookie Competition – On 8th 

December (next Wednesday), we are 

having a Christmas cookie competition 

for children in years 1-6. You can buy 

plain cookies and decorate them or – 

better still – you can make homemade 

cookies. The cookies will be judged 

according to looks, not taste! We hope 

that every child will join in with the fun, so that we can all enjoy eating the cookies for dessert on 

Wednesday. (Please remember that cookies must be nut free.) 

 

Christmas Jumper Day – On Friday 10th December, everyone can dress up in a Christmas jumper or 

anything else to do with Christmas, such as  red and green clothes, Santa hats or anything else you 

have. Please bring £1 which we will give to Save The Children.  

 

Christmas Decorations – If you would like to, you can make a homemade decoration for our 

Christmas tree, which is greeting everyone as they enter our school. 

Unwanted Christmas Decorations 

A reminder that we would be really grateful to receive any of your unwanted decorations, so that we 

can make our hall look festive without damaging the environment. 
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Nursery News 

The Springwell children have been exploring Hanukkah and the start 

of winter and Christmas this week. We have been making Menorahs 

with our hand prints, looking at pictures of Hanukkah objects and 

reading a story about it. The children have also been making some 

sparkly stars and snowflake decorations to hang in the room, and on 

Thursday we explored some of the snow and leaves in the garden. 

The children really enjoyed touching and throwing the leaves. The 

practitioners extended their learning and play by giving them 

wheelbarrows and spades. The children then scooped up the leaves 

into the wheelbarrows and took it in turns to wheel them to a 

different place in the garden and tip the leaves out.  

 

Fisher children have been busy this week doing our 

Christmas crafts, making salt dough and decorating 

our Christmas tree! All of the children had fun 

choosing which decorations and baubles they 

wanted to hang on the tree. The children showed 

good understanding of the different shapes and 

sizes of the baubles. We’ve also been talking about 

Hanukkah, reading stories and the children have 

enjoyed putting candles on the menorah too. 

 

 

This week in Frogmore, we have been busy looking at 

Hanukkah. To celebrate the Jewish religion, we made 

Challah. We made the dough ourselves with yeast, oil, 

sugar, strong white flour, water and eggs.  We started 

off by watching the yeast activate and when it 

became frothy, we knew it was ready. Next we mixed 

the dry ingredients and made a well in the centre 

where we added our wet ingredients. To begin with, 

we used a spoon to combine the mixture. We each 

had a turn but it was a little tricky for our little arms so our practitioners helped us. Next was time 

for the kneading; we each had the chance to touch the dough and explore its texture. Finally, we 

proved the dough before baking it in the oven. We are all really excited to try some when it is ready! 

(Editor’s note – it was delicious!) 
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Practiser of the Week – Mrs Sangster 

There was some very dedicated practising for the week beginning 

23rd November. After some consideration, I have decided to give 

the award to Kavyasree, with Sophia T in second place. Both girls 

have been working towards an exam and their progress is notable. I 

really hope to choose a new name next week (there are some who 

haven't won it, yet...) 

 

Nursery Rhymes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HszxW3uO8GU  

 

Congratulations 

Old Park have been learning about the solar system. Kavyasree was interested in eclipses and 

decided to do some extra research at home to find out more. She put all her findings into a poster, 

which is most informative. It teaches about the different types of solar and lunar eclipses; how they 

are caused and how they appear from Earth. Very impressive, Kavyasree! 

 

Reyah has drawn a magnificent 

poster to advertise our book 

swap project. She did it in her 

own time just because she 

wanted to and has done a 

fabulous job. The attention to 

detail is commendable. When I 

showed it to her classmates, 

they said that she should get a 

Head teacher award! So who am 

I to disagree?? Reyah is our first 

Reading Ambassador. She has 

thrown herself into the role, is 

obviously enjoying it and is 

really making it a huge success. I 

am thrilled with her. 

 

Menus Next week, we will be serving week 4 menus.  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HszxW3uO8GU
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Friends of Longwood Update 

Welcome from Friends of Longwood (FoL) to our update page.  

FoL are a group of parents that raise money and do the extra bits  

that make the school a tight-knit community. 

 

Christmas Disco – today 
It’s the day of our Disco! We are really excited and looking forward to seeing 
everyone later this evening for some musical, festive fun. We would like to say a 
very special thank you to www.energy-360.co.uk for sponsoring this event and 
paying for the cost of the DJ and food snacks. We really appreciate your 
generosity. Please check out their instagram page 
https://www.instagram.com/energy360__/?hl=en  

 

 

Guess the Weight – FoL Charity fundraiser 
We have a beautiful homemade Christmas Cake up for winning. All you need to 
do is Guess its Weight! It is £1 a guess and all money raised will be donated to 
New Hope Homeless Charity Christmas Appeal in Watford. Click here to enter: 
https://forms.gle/8BB9EHyXyWFsGbmt6  

 

The competition closes on Wed 8th Dec and the winner (the guess that is closest 
to the actual weight of the cake) will be announced shortly after. (Cake contains 
alcohol, gluten & dairy).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.energy-360.co.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/energy360__/?hl=en
https://forms.gle/8BB9EHyXyWFsGbmt6
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Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted.  
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Friday 3rd Dec 5-6pm in the school 
hall 

Mini Disco For Hillfield, Sarratt and 
Broadwater children. Dancing, 
snacks and fun.  

Friday 3rd Dec 6.30-8pm in the 
school hall 

Main Disco For children in Hartspring, 
Attenborough and Old Park. 

Monday 6th Dec 2pm in the school hall Broadwater and 
Hartspring 
Christmas Show 

Please see Risk Assessment 
notes in this newsletter. 

Tuesday 7th Dec 2.15 in the school hall Sarratt Christmas 
Performance 

Thursday 9th Dec 2.15 in the school hall Hillfield Christmas 
Performance 

Wednesday 12th 
Jan 

7.30pm on Zoom FoL Meeting All parents welcome.  

Tuesday 1st Feb During the school day 
and the evening 

Young Voices 
Concert at 
Wembley 

Choir members in Year 3-6 will 
all be involved. Details 
attached to 15/9 newsletter  

Friday 25th 
March 2022 

All day INSET day for all 
staff 

Longwood will be closed to all 
children. 

Monday 5th Sept 
2022 

All day INSET day for all 
staff 

Longwood will be closed to all 
children. 

Monday 17th Apr 
2023 

All day INSET day for all 
staff 

Longwood will be closed to all 
children. 


